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“... you are a letter of Christ, cared for by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living 

God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.”  ~2 Cor. 3:2-3 

 Have you ever thought that your life is a letter that is being read by someone? If so, what does it 
say to others? 

 An Advertising Circular? 

  Recommends my own virtues heartily and continuously? Printed in large 42-point  
  type? Lots of exclamation points? 

 Perhaps resembling a bill? 

  Welcomed with the same joy we have when receiving a bill from month to month? 

  “You owe me such and such. Please pay now?” 

 A Message from Christ? 

  “Follow me?” 

 Christ has no hands but our hands to do His work today, 

  He has no feet but our feet to lead men in His way; 

 He has no tongue to tell men how He died,  

  He has no help but our help to bring them to His side. 

 We are the only Bible the careless world will read, 

  We are the sinners’ gospel, we are the scoffers’ creed; 

 We are the Lord’s last message given in deed and word, 

  What if the type is crooked? What if the print is blurred? 

 What if our hands are busy with other things than His? 

  What if our feet are walking where sin’s allurement is? 

 What if our tongues are speaking of things His life would spurn, 

  How can we hope to help Him and welcome His return?   ~Annie J. Flint 

 Do our lives point to anything beyond us or above us? Do they seem to others as a letter from 
Christ? If so, “Well done good and faithful servant.”  
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“...speaking the truth in love…”  Eph. 4:15  

Joy Stealers & How to Overcome! (continued from inside back cover) 

   In the chorus of the song, “Turn your eyes upon Jesus” by Helen H. Lemmel, we are remind-

ed that the more time we spend in the presence of the One who called us, the more joy we will 

have in that calling. “Turn your eyes upon Jesus; look full in His wonderful face, and the 

things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace.” 

 One of the lies we tend to believe is that we cannot help what we think or change our 

lives. When we refocus our perspective and realign our priorities with God’s inspiration and 

resources, we find that we have time to joyfully give the attention to the things that are most 

necessary in our lives. 

 Challenge yourself to hold on to and elevate your joy in 2021! 

                            ~Justin Barnes, (edited for space & content) Azalea City church of Christ, Semmes, AL 

The Unopened Letter 

 I have had times when I received letters and I was reluctant to open 
them. This is something that has happened more than once in my life, but it 
still surprises me when it happens. Maybe this is something you can relate to 
as well. When was the first time this happened to you? Maybe it was the first 
time the person you liked passed the note back to you after you admitted you 
liked them. My most recent event happened when I received the results of a 
biopsy from a strange growth that was taken out of my cheek. When the enve-
lope is laying there unopened, we feel the possibilities are still open and every 
possible answer exists inside the envelope.  

 The New Testament is a collection of letters. The information contained 
within these letters was not only for the individuals and congregations at that 
time, but for humanity for all time. The letters were meant to be shared and 
passed on. Am I reluctant to open the letters written and passed on to me? 
Fear of the unknown, fear of rejection, fear of change, along with a host of 
other thoughts and ideas can keep us from opening the Bible. If we are honest 
with ourselves and what we read, it will challenge us. The Bible will correct 
us and point out our flaws and at the same time will lift us up and give us 
hope. God’s answer for your life is there, contained in letters written to you. 
We must be willing to open the letters.  

 “For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, 
and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12). “Do 
your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no 
need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). 
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (Psalm 119:105). 
                                        

                                 ~Brad Tolbert 
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Attendance 

Bible Class                        
Sunday AM Worship      105       
Sunday PM Worship        
Wed. Evening                   73                                  
Contribution              $5,385             

                                  
 

MISSIONS 

Truth for Today 
 

In Search of the  
Lords’s Way 

 

Ghana Radio 

 

Today!    - Worship livestreamed at 9:30 

Mar.  10  - Wed. evening Bible classes @ 6:30 

Mar. 14   - Daylight Savings Time begins 

  Chelsea Smith’s Baby Shower @ 1:00 

Mar. 20   -  Men’s Breakfast @ 6:00 

NURSERY  
 

 

Communion Preparation    
 

Mar. 14 Regina Dunn 
Mar. 21 Regina Dunn 
Mar. 28 Ione Easterling 
Apr.   4   Ione Easterling 

Ladies March Duties 
 

Cards:   Cathy Mowrer 
 
Food:     Fran Calvert 
       Laura Smith 
 

March Daily Bible Reading Schedule 

 

 

 8   Joshua 13-15 

 9   Joshua 16-18 

10 Joshua 19-21 

11 Joshua 22-24 

12 Judges 1-3 

13 Judges 4-6 

14 Judges 7-9 

 

      Corey Dial’s stepmother, Sherry  Dial, 
suffered a stroke this past week in Tennessee. 

 Paul Mowrer is scheduled for outpatient 
surgery this Monday, March 8 to have a skin 
cancer removed from his head. 

 Jeremy Wilson is scheduled for shoul-
der surgery Thursday, March 18. 

 Pat Turner has been moved to Chapel 
Woods in Warren for rehab. 

 Monticello Elementary School will host 
Kindergarten & Pre-K registration March 8-

12 and March 15-19.  Registration will be 
held at Monticello Elementary School from 
8:30 a.m. till 3:00 p.m. 

Daylight Savings Time begins this 
coming Sunday, March 14. Set your 
clocks forward (Spring forward) one 

hour this coming Saturday night, March 13.  

 There is a sign up sheet in the foyer to 
take food to Walter & Rita Stiles and Gary & 
Kay Crook. Please see Sandra Baker or 
Cathy Mowrer if you have questions. 
          

  Baby Girl Shower  

Honoring:  

Chelsea Weaver Smith  

Sunday afternoon, March 14, 2021  

at: 1:00  

at: 467 Rebecca Circle, Monticello  
 

They are registered at: www.babylist.com. 
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  24  James Robert Miller 

    Pat Turner 

    Sawyer Smith 

  25  Becky Colvin 
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Joy Stealers & How To Overcome!  

 As Christians, we need to be men and 
women that elevate those around us.  Not only 
can people rob joy, sometimes we let things  
steal our joy and drag us down into despair.   

 Comparison.  Having our eyes on an-
other’s abilities, home, family, income, or pri-
orities is a surefire way to breed discourage-
ment. 

 Distraction.  Losing focus on God’s call-
ing in our life and allowing our gaze to focus 
on the things of the world or on our fleshly 
desires, causes discontentment and a lack of 
joy. 

 Perfection.  All it takes is five seconds 
on Pinterest, five minutes scrolling social me-
dia, or five pages of a Mossy Oak Gamekeep-
ers magazine to see what perfection looks 
like! 

 Overwhelmed with the Chaos.  There 
are countless facets to the roles God has given 
us and we are only human– faulty and flawed. 
We become so caught  up in  our busy lives 
that we forget to slow down and enjoy the 
journey.  Chaos breeds frustration...not joy.  

 To help us overcome these joy stealers, 
we need to: refuse to compare, refocus our 
perspective, realign our priorities, renew our 
inspiration, and restock our resources.    
“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are 
true, whatsoever things are honorable, what-
soever things are just, whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoev-
er things are of good report; if there be any 
virtue and if there be any praise, think on 
these things” (Philippians 4:8). 

                              (continued on back page) 


